
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 22 March 2018] 

 p1277a-1277a 
Mr Shane Love; Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Terry Redman; Mr Sean L'Estrange; Mr Bill Johnston 

 [1] 

EDUCATION PORTFOLIO — LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
198. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I refer to the motion agreed to in the Legislative Council yesterday, supported by all parties except Labor, calling 
on the Premier’s government to reverse the education cuts announced on 13 December last year. Will the Premier 
respect the will of the Legislative Council and reverse his savage education cuts? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Moore for the question, but the premise of the question is false. We are putting more effort 
into education than any government ever before. If members look across regional Western Australia — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It is a false premise. We are putting more effort into education than any — 

Point of Order 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: The question specifically refers to the education cuts on 13 December last year—that is when 
they were announced. The Premier is going broader than that and should be brought back to the question. 
The SPEAKER: No, no; that is not a point of order. That is a ridiculous point of order. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Your points of order and your behaviour in Parliament are embarrassing — 
Mr D.T. Redman: And your answers are average, at best. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Honestly. You need to go and watch the way that Richard Court and Geoff Gallop conducted 
themselves 20 years ago. Go and watch how Parliament worked back then. It is embarrassing to watch you. This 
behaviour in question time and these ridiculous points of order are a diminution of the role of this house. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: When I first arrived here in 1996 and watched Parliament, it was so different from the way 
that you behave — 

Point of Order 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Point of order — 
Mr M. McGOWAN: And there it is! 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Standing order 78 states that an answer must be relevant to the question. The Premier 
is now talking about the history of how this chamber has operated. It has nothing at all to do with the question the 
member asked. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: On the point of order, the question was about respect of the house. The Premier is exactly 
answering the question he was asked. 
The SPEAKER: No. The question was on education cuts. I am sure the Premier will get back to it. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: No, it was about would he respect the—repeat the question. He said: will you respect the 
decision of the house? 
The SPEAKER: Are you respecting my decision? I call you to order for the first time. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I will go back to what I was trying to say before; that is, we are putting more effort into 
regional education than ever before. Members will find that of the education assistants we are employing, at least 
25 per cent are going to regional communities. Members will find that the Aboriginal and Islander education 
officers we are employing—another 50—are predominantly going to regional communities. The regional learning 
specialists, by definition, will be based in regional high schools to assist students undertaking School of Isolated 
and Distance Education or more difficult courses in particularly years 11 and 12. If members look at the capital 
works program—from memory, it will be around $470 million in the coming year, but in any event maybe over 
the next few years—they will see that in Broome, Collie, Albany, Bunbury, Carnarvon and all over 
Western Australia communities will benefit from that. 
Obviously, at times difficult decisions have to be made, but I have explained it a numbers of times to you, member 
for Moore: you had eight and a half years if you wanted to spend money on the boarding hostel in Moora; you did 
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not. It now has 26 students, and that does not, in light of the fact that there are other opportunities for those students, 
justify a spend of $8.7 million. 
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